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• 15.3 live births/1000
• 10% of the live births were low birth weight (<2500 gm.) compared to national 

average of 7.6%
• Third highest percentage of low birth weight babies in US, only outranked by 

Mississippi and Washington, D.C.
• Blacks gave birth to infants of low birth weight more than twice as 

frequently as white women did, at 14.5% compared with 6.9% of live 
births

• Infants weighing <1500 GM. (3 lbs. 5 ox) are considered very low
birth weight
• Much greater risk of mortality and long-term disability
• 2.1% of infants born in Louisiana weighed less than 1500 gm.
• Blacks had three times the number of very low birth weight babies
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SOCIOENVIRONMENTAL 
RISK/RESILIENCE FACTORS
– Family Based

OUTCOMES
HEALTH –morbidity, 
physical growth, 
respiratory function, 
hearing & vision
DEVELOPMENTAL –
language, motor, 
social, behavioral, 
cognitive function
EDUCATIONAL –
cognition, 
achievement, special 
education category
QUALITY OF LIFE-
health-related, general

BIOLOGIC 
RISK/RESILIENCE 
FACTORS - Premature 
birth, neonatal severity 
index, gestational age, 
birth weight

Post-Discharge 
Monitoring & 
Prevention 
Factors


