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Meeting Minutes
Tuesday January 13, 2026 - 3:30pm-5:00pm, 
CSRB 563

Those present included: (Proxies*)
Allied Health:  Brandon Walker, Brittany Hall, Amber Weydert, Stephanie Eschete, Luther Gill
Dentistry:  Thomas Lallier, Eugene Antenucci, Meric Karapinar-Kazandag, A.C. Liles, 
Graduate Studies:  Sonia Gasparini, Andrew Catling
Medicine:  Allison Augustus-Wallace, Jennifer Cameron, Brian Lochlann McGee, Maria Reinoso, Jennifer Hart, , Suresh Alahari
Nursing:  Jessica Teeter, Laura Bonanno, , Collen Story (and proxy for Jolie Harris), Quinn Lacey
Public Health:  Mei-Chin Hsieh, Susanne Straif-Bourgeois, Tung-Sung Tseng (and proxy for Chih-yang Hu), William Robinson
Library:  Sharon Duffy
Ex-Officio:  Rebecca Bealer, Michael Boutte
Absent with Proxy: Jolie Harris, Chih-yang Hu,
Not present:  Diedra Brewer-Hohensee, Laura Pelaez, Michelle Korah-Sedgwick, Shelly Dolan,

I.  Welcome and Call to Order by President Cameron at 3:30 PM

II. Introduction of Special Guest(s)

Dr. Nelson – Senior Vice Chancellor 
· BOS approved merging of the research focused potions of the LSU system into one entity (LSU-BR, LSU-AgCenter, LSU-HSC-NO, LSUHSC-Shreveport, Pennington Center)
· Much of the impetus for this merger is to display a greater combined amount of external research dollars, in the hopes of moving various LSU units higher on the lists (eg. for AAU ranking).
· Much is unclear about the merger
· Changes for day-to-day operations are unknown
· BOR may need to approve the merger
· The state legislature may need to change specific sections of state law
· LSUHSC-NO is currently accredited by SACSCOC
· SACSCOC has approved accreditation for LSUHSC-NO for 10 years without recommendations
· Substantial changes are now being submitted to SACSCOC to account for the new merged university.  Anticipated approval in Fall 2026
· Faculty have been recommended to serve on 25 LSU
· MEB renovations are ongoing

Dr. Porche – Vice Chancellor of Academic Affairs: (Written Report)
· Dr. Leslie Birke has stepped down as Director, Animal Care and is working part-time until she retires.
· Adam Caro is the new Director of Animal Care.
· BOS approved LSU Health New Orleans to offer the MPH online to students in the dual DVM/MPH program and MSW/MPH program Submitted to BOR, waiting on approval
· On-Boarding Non-LSUHSCNO Students Whose Academic Credit is Awarded by Their Home Institution policy has been approved and will be posted to VCAA website this week
· We will be appointing faculty to several LSU committees/taskforces for the merger.
· Committee list and descriptions have been approved and will be posted this week
· VCAA is working with LSU on SACSCOC substantive change.
· Mar 15, 2026 – Application to be submitted for changes
· We will likely be subsumed under the LSU-BR SACSCOC accreditation
· Brought up at their Summer meeting
· We will likely have another SACSCOC site visit in the Fall 2026

III. Public Commentary (2 minutes each) - None

IV. Approval of October Meeting Minutes
· Minutes approved in motion by Drs. Gasparini and Lochlan McGee

V. President’s Report (President Cameron)
See appended report

VI. Board of Supervisors Report (Senators Alahari and Dolan) 
· BOS met Thursday December 11th
· The LSU-BOS Executive Committee approved a change to its bylaws that would put the LSUHSC-NO under the Chancellor of LSU-BR (Dr. James Dalton).  

VII. Reports from Assemblies

Staff Senate: (Boutte) – No Report
· There have been several Staff Senate sponsored Functions (eg. Scarecrow, Door Decoration Contests)
· Staff salaries are reported to be capped after 25 years of service at the same position
· Staff Senate is investigating

Allied Health:
· Faculty and Staff award nominations are being solicited
· Orientation is underway for new Spring students

Dentistry: No Report

Graduate Studies: 
· The only update that we have is that we started reviewing the application for incoming students and we have more than 50 applicants.
· The Pharmacology (and likely other Depts) are encountering difficulties shepherding students through changes in the graduate curriculum.  They are having to concoct individualized plans for students that sometimes contradict our historic requirements for PhD students in our program.  However, there is no neat summary to present to Senate at this time.
· We are now recycling aluminum cans in the Student Garden by the HDC
· Pickup is the 2nd Wednesday of every month
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Medicine:  No meeting

Nursing:
· Annual Faculty Retreat held in December with theme: Wellness in Play: Strengthening Our Team Across Every Dimension 
· OCIS BR enrolled the second cohort of students, doubling the class size from 30 to 60 students starting this spring, they will graduate in Dec 2028. 
· Curriculum revision is ongoing in the SON, expanding courses to include multiple CBE assessments is underway, with changes aiming to be implemented in fall 2026 for undergraduate and graduate for summer 2026.
· Accreditation update LSBN Annual report in progress; Midwife annual report self-study period opened January 5, 2026 
· Faculty Practice arrangements – 24 active contracts
· This week SON leadership is beginning a semester-long development on crucial conversations. 

Public Health:
· During the SPH Faculty Assembly meeting in November (no meeting in Dec), delayed IRBs were reviewed and IRB numbers  were sent to SPH research committee, Drs. Lin and Hu, for follow-up.
· SPH Climate change survey results: Dr. Tseng will present the results to SPH Faculty Assembly in January 2026. 
· CEPH (Council on Education for Public Health) accreditation site visit scheduled for March 6, 2026

Library:
· January Information Sessions:
· Thursday January 15 – IT Office Hours session – 12-1pm - Zoom
· DynaMed and Clinical Decision Tools: Getting Fast, Reliable Answers at the Point of Care
· Wednesday January 28 – 12pm – Ische Library Room 405 or via Zoom
· What's New With Journal Subscriptions and Open Access Fee Waivers: 2026 Edition!
· Both sessions will be recorded and available on the IT Office Hours or Library website.
· After receiving strong feedback to our survey about anatomy resources, the Libraries are adding Thieme’s Gilroy’s Atlas of Anatomy package and Baker’s Anatomy for Dental Medicine to our collection. The paperwork is being processed and an announcement will be made in the near future.
· Ische Library Construction Update:
· Construction is underway on the 5th floor of the Library
· Noise disruption has been minimal so far

VIII. Unfinished Business 
· Faculty Handbook Committee report (Senator Augustus-Wallace)
· It was proposed that the following text be added to the end of the section 6.3, and prior to the listing of activities in sections 6.3.1.
· “Activities listed can include service sought by extramural entities when the activity is related to the individual’s specific professional expertise, regardless of any applicable reporting or approval policies (e.g., those that require PM-11 approval, Conflict of Interest reporting, etc.)”
· The proposal was unanimously approved.
· Faculty Evaluations Committee report (Senator Lallier)
· Plans are underway for  the committee to meet with Jane Behlen (Assistant Director, HRIS & Talent/Organizational Development) to discuss the upcoming changes to Faculty Evaluation procedure
· Wellness Committee – Shelly Dolan
· Our campus Wellness Committee's Hunger-Free Campus Workforce team held its annual Holiday Food Basket Event. We offered both nonperishables and perishables that include the main dish (turkey, turkey breast, chicken, Cornish hen, or ham) and an 8lb bag of potatoes. We provided and handed out 80 students and staff. We collected 1600 dollars, used to support this event, in addition to nonperishables collected in bins placed around all the campuses. 
· Many of our student representatives have either graduated or are in their senior year and are currently unable to commit. Seeking one student representative from each of the 6 schools here on the LSUHSC campus. Please let one of us know if you know someone who would be interested. 
· The School of Dentistry has x2 small refrigerator-freezers to be placed in their food pantry on their campus.  (Contact Heather Allen for more information)
· Monetary donations are being solicited at School events via QR code.
· We are currently looking at more sustainable ways to address Food Insecurity on our campus.
· We are in the process of developing a centralized pantry.
· Perishable items will be purchased quarterly with limited availability
· Non-perishable donations will be available year round. 

IX. New Business – 
· Winter Reception & Networking Social
· Plans are underway to hold a Reception at our February meeting
· This will focus upon recruiting new/replacement Senators from each School.

XI. Adjourn at 4:15
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President’s Report
January 2026

LSU Health – New Orleans Senators and Faculty,

The new year is upon us and right out of the gate it is offering many new changes! 

From the Office of the Vice Chancellor of Academic Affairs
Dr. Leslie Birke, DVM, MPH, ACLAM, who has served as Director of Animal Care for many years, has announced her retirement from LSU. Dr. Adam Caro, DVM, DACLAM, CPIA, who has served as Associate Director under Dr. Birke, has assumed the role of Director. The unit is undergoing AAALAC accreditation review. Dr. Birke will continue to work part-time through March to assist with the AAALAC site visit and the management transition.
The Board of Supervisors has voted to approve LSU Health New Orleans to offer the Masters degree in Public Health online to students in the dual DVM/MPH program and MSW/MPH programs. The program will now go to the Board of Regents for final approval. 
Academic Affairs policy AA-21, which describes the onboarding process for students from extramural programs who come to LSU Health New Orleans to train (e.g., Fogarty fellows), has been approved and posted to the VCAA policies webpage.  
The list of LSU Health New Orleans campus-wide standing committees has been reviewed and updated and is posted to the VCAA webpage.

Consolidation of research-intensive campuses of the LSU System under the LSU Flagship
Upon appointment of Dr. Wade Rousse as President of the LSU System and Dr. James Dalton as LSU A&M Chancellor and Executive Vice President of Research of the LSU System, the Board of Supervisors voted to approve a plan to consolidate research-intensive LSU institutions into one institution. The driving force of the proposal is to improve LSU’s national ranking, currently at #83, with the goal of achieving a top-50 ranking and securing membership in the prestigious Association of American Universities (AAU). The consolidation will move the unit approximately 14 slots up in the rankings.
The plan would consolidate LSU Health New Orleans, LSU Health Shreveport, the LSU AgCenter and Pennington Biomedical Research Centers with the LSU A&M Flagship campus in Baton Rouge. The Chancellors of each branch institution were reassigned the title of Senior Vice Chancellor, with all reporting to Chancellor Dalton.
The details of the transition will be worked out by several committees and task forces, which will be staffed with faculty representing all of the consolidating institutions. The first step will be to secure approval for the administrative restructuring from SACSCOC, the accrediting body of the four academic institutions. 

Senate to hold networking social and open house for prospective Senators
At the February meeting of the Faculty Senate, the Senate will hold a brief business meeting followed by a networking social and open house, to start around 4:15pm. Faculty who are interested in learning more about the Senate are encouraged to come. Seasonal refreshments will be provided. 

As always, if you have ideas or suggestions for the Senate, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. Faculty can now contact the Senate directly by emailing FacultySenate@lsuhsc.edu. 

Warm regards,



Jennifer

Jennifer Cameron, Ph.D. 
President, Faculty Senate 
LSU Health New Orleans
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